
SIMONE A. FRIED 
Assistant Professor, University at Buffalo 

Graduate School of Education, Department of Educational Leadership and Policy 
212 Foster Hall, Buffalo, NY 14214 | sfried@buffalo.edu | 716.645.1099 

EDUCATION 

Harvard Graduate School of Education Cambridge, MA
Ed.D., Education Policy, Leadership, and Instructional Practice 
Ed.M., Education Studies 

2022
2018

Swarthmore College Swarthmore, PA
B.A., Education and Literature with High Honors 2010

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

University at Buffalo Buffalo, NY

 Assistant Professor, Educational Leadership and Policy 
Courses taught: 

2023-present

 
 

ELP 636: Educational Organization Diagnosis 
LAI 626: Advanced Qualitative Research Methods 
LAI 669: Qualitative Techniques in Education 
ELP 624: Problems and Paradigms in Educational Research 
ELP 500: Nature of Inquiry 

Harvard Graduate School of Education Cambridge, MA
 Lead Teaching Fellow 
 HGSE Writing Center 

Dissertation, HGSE Doctorate in Education Leadership (Ed.L.D.) 
L107: Leading With a Board 

2019-2023
2015-2023
2016-2020

 Teaching Fellow 
 HGSE Writing Center 

A129: The Federal Government in the Schools 
L200: Second Year Core Seminar, Ed.L.D. program 
Introduction to Academic Writing (workshop series) 

2018-2019
2017

2015-2017
various

 Research Assistant 
 Teacher Status Project – Ebony Bridwell-Mitchell, Ph.D., P.I. 

Professional Programs in Education summer courses 
2013-2015

2014, 2015, 2018
University of Virginia, Curry School of Education  Remote
 Researcher 
 Political Dynamics of Takeover – Beth Schueler, Ed.D., P.I.  2017-2020
Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy Boston, MA
 Research Consultant 2014-2017
Goodman Research Group, Inc. Cambridge, MA
 Field Interviewer 2014
Abt Associates, Inc. Cambridge, MA
 Analyst (prev. Associate Analyst; Research Assistant) 2010-2013
Swarthmore College Swarthmore, PA
 Research Assistant, Department of Educational Studies  2009-2010
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Shift Manager (prev. Writing Associate), Swarthmore Writing Center 2008-2010

SCHOLARSHIP 

Peer Reviewed Journal Articles  

Fried, S. A. (2020). State takeover: Managing emotions, policy implementation, and the 
support/sanction duality in the Holyoke Public Schools receivership. Harvard 
Educational Review, 90(1), 75–101. https://doi.org/10.17763/1943-5045-90.1.75 

Bridwell-Mitchell, E.N. and Fried, S.A. (2018). Learning one’s place: How status matters 
for social capital in teacher communities. Education Policy, 34(7), 955-991.  

Anderson, D. D.; Peterson, S; Lewis, M.; Grubb, G.: Fried, S.; Krone, E.; Griggs, S.; Singer, 
N; Elko, L.; & Narang, J. (2009). Kittens! Inspired by Kittens!: Undergraduate 
theorists inspired by YouTube. Language Arts, 88(1), 32-42. 

Under Review  

Fried, S. A. (R&R). Knowing one’s community: Education leaders preparing for rapid 
demographic change in a suburban school district. Journal of Cases in Educational 
Leadership.  

Fried, S. A. and Hna, N.* (R&R). Constantly choosing: The effects of an urban school choice 
policy on families’ education decisions and experiences. Urban Education. 

Fried, S. A. (under review). State takeovers and democratic school governance: Navigating 
tensions between local control norms and the state agency’s responsibility for 
education. Education Policy Analysis Archives.      

Book Chapters & Book Reviews  

Fried, S.A., Mette, I.M. (2026). Navigating the US Social and Political Landscape to 
Promote Equity-Oriented Change as an Educational Leader. In: Goodwin, A.L., 
Hargreaves, A., Showunmi, V., Stone-Johnson, C., Weiner, J. (eds) Third International 
Handbook of Educational Change. Springer International Handbooks of Education. 
Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-88898-4_5-1.  

Fried, S. A. & Yurkofsky, M. M. (2022). [Review of the book Beyond Standards: The 
Fragmentation of Education Governance and the Promise of Curriculum Reform, by M. 
Polikoff.] Teachers College Record.  

Fried, S. A. (2018). [Review of the book Teaching controversial issues: The case for critical 
thinking and moral commitment in the classroom, by N. Noddings and L. Brooks.] 
Harvard Educational Review, 88(2), 245-250.  

Fried, S. A. (2017). [Review of the book The privatization of education: A political economy 
of global education reform, by A. Verger, C. Fontdevila, and A. Zancajo.] Harvard 
Educational Review, 87(3), 447-451.  

Fried, S. A. (2016). [Review of the book Miseducation: A history of ignorance-making in 
America and abroad, ed. A. J. Angulo]. Harvard Educational Review, 86(3), 466-471.  

In Progress (Student co-authors denoted with an *asterisk) 

Fried, S. A., Barch., F., and Goehrig, F*. (in progress). Making the case for change: 
Investigating an urban school choice policy through a research-practice partnership.  
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Fried, S. A., Mette, I. M., and Stone-Johnson, C. (in progress). Reimagining EdD structures 
and outcomes: A collaborative self-study.  

Fried, S.A. The role of authorizing legislation in state takeover of school districts.  

Media Highlights 

Featured in Tsujimoto, B. (2026, April 2). Is school choice a myth in Buffalo Schools? A new 
UB study says yes. Buffalo News. 
https://buffalonews.com/news/local/education/article_a2425c04-d4c5-4d78-90c1-
b5bff29d27b8.html  

Quoted in Huffaker, C. (2025, June 26). Holyoke schools to exit state oversight July 1 after 
decade of receivership. The Boston Globe. 
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2025/06/26/metro/holyoke-takeover-receivership-ends/ 

Quoted in McLaren, M. and Pan, D. (October 29, 2024). Holyoke school district to transition 
out of state receivership in 2025. The Boston Globe. 
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2024/10/29/metro/holyoke-school-district-transition-out-
state-receivership-2025/  

Quoted in Toness, B. V. and Huffaker, C. (May 15, 2022). School takeovers by the state 
haven’t worked, Globe analysis shows. The Boston Globe. 
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2022/05/15/metro/school-takeovers-by-state-havent-
worked-globe-analysis-shows/  

Reports and White Papers  

Fried, S. A. (2018). Lead, Overcome, Educate, and Serve: Transforming Lowery Elementary 
[teaching case]. Cambridge, MA: Harvard Graduate School of Education.  

Fried, S., Poulos, J., d’Entremont, C., & Dziorny, L. (2018). Bay State Reading Institute: A 
case study of teacher culture change. Boston, MA: Rennie Center for Education 
Research & Policy.  

Culbertson, N., Chalmers, S., Fried, S., Poulos, J., & d’Entremont, C. (2016). Renaissance 
at the Jeremiah E. Burke High School: 2016 best practice research from the School on 
the Move prize. Boston, MA: Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy; 
EdVestors.  

Culbertson, N., Fried, S., Poulos, J., & d’Entremont, C. (2016). Beyond school walls: 
Earning credit for expanded learning opportunities. Boston, MA: Rennie Center for 
Education Research & Policy.  

Fried, S., Poulos, J., Culbertson, N., Chalmers, S., & d’Entremont, C. (2015). Social and 
emotional learning: Opportunities for Massachusetts, lessons for the nation. Boston, 
MA: The Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy and ASCD.  

Poulos, J., Chalmers, S., Culbertson, N., Fried, S., & d’Entremont, C. (2015). Staying the 
course: Sustaining improvement in urban schools. Boston, MA: The Rennie Center for 
Education Research & Policy; EdVestors.  

Bobronnikov, E., Gamse, B., Parsad, A., Roy, R., Velez, M., Brown-Lyons, M., Fried, S., 
Smith, A., & Brooke, N. (2013). Evaluation of the Robert Noyce Teacher Scholarship 
Program: Final Report. Cambridge, MA: Abt Associates, Inc.  
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Bobronnikov, E., Donoghue, N., Fried, S. & Mendez, J. (2012). Mathematics and Science 
Partnerships, Summary of Performance Period 2010 Annual Reports. Cambridge, MA: 
Abt Associates, Inc.  

Minner, D., Bobronnikov, E., Donoghue, N., Fried, S., & Morris, S. (2012). Mathematics 
and Science Partnerships Program Highlights. Cambridge, MA: Abt Associates, Inc. 

Bobronnikov, E., Donoghue, N., Fried, S., & Mendez, J. (2011). Mathematics and Science 
Partnerships, Summary of Performance Period 2009 Annual Reports. Cambridge, MA: 
Abt Associates, Inc.  

Fried, S. (2010). The Effects of Consciously Crafted School Culture on Student Experience. 
Qualitative case study of how a small school builds schoolwide and classroom culture, 
and its effects on teacher and student experience. Undergraduate Honors Thesis 
(unpublished). Swarthmore, PA. 

GRANTS & FUNDING 

Internal Grant Funding 

Principal Investigator, GSE Grant Fellows Program, $2500 + course release 

 Applied: October 2024 
Awarded: $2500 + course release, spring 2025 

Principal Investigator, UB Experiential Learning Network Limited Submission, $19,500 

 Applied: February 2024 
Awarded: $19,500, AY 2024-2025 

Co-Investigator, UB GSE Labs for Equity-Oriented Transformative Research, $120,000 
 Applied: November 2024  

Not funded 

PRESENTATIONS 

Peer-Reviewed Presentations 

Fried, S. A., *Dawer, D. I., and Woulfin, S. Toolkits for centralization: The logics of state 
takeover of school districts. Roundtable at the annual conference of the American 
Educational Research Association. Los Angeles, CA. April 9, 2026.  

Fried, S. A. Who benefits from school choice in Buffalo? Paper presented at the annual 
conference of the University Council for Educational Administration. San Juan, PR. 
November 22, 2025.  

Fried, S. A. Takeovers and the role of state agencies in district reform: An analysis of 
authorizing legislation. Paper presented at the annual conference of the American 
Educational Research Association, Denver, CO. April 24, 2025.   

Fried, S. A. and Stone-Johnson, C. Demographic change and inequality in suburban 
schools: Toward a theory of responsible leadership for newcomer students. Paper 
accepted at the annual conference of the University Council for Educational 
Administration. Los Angeles, CA. November 23, 2024. 
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Fried, S. A. Who benefits from school choice in Buffalo? Roundtable at the annual 
conference of the University Council for Educational Administration. Los Angeles, CA. 
November 21, 2024.   

Fried, S. The black box of state takeover: New roles for state education agencies in school 
reform. Paper presented at the annual conference of the American Educational 
Research Association, Washington, D.C. April 10, 2016. 

Bridwell-Mitchell, E.N. and Fried, S. Learning one’s place: How status matters for social 
capital in teacher communities. Paper presented at the annual conference of the 
American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL. April 17, 2015. 

Invited Presentations 

Fried, S.A. Studying race, law, and education in Buffalo. Guest speaker for undergraduate 
course, PSC 201: Race, Law, and Politics. Canisius University. April 27, 2026.  

Fried, S.A. School boards in the United States. Guest speaker for undergraduate course, 
ELP 405: Sociology of Education. University at Buffalo. March 12, 2026.  

Fried, S.A. Conducting community-engaged research in the Buffalo context. Guest speaker 
for Ph.D. course, LAI 693: Doing and Supporting Research with K12 Schools and 
Students. University at Buffalo. March 4, 2026.  

Fried, S.A. The Buffalo School Choice Project. Presented to a work session of the Buffalo 
Public School Board. Buffalo, NY. March 4, 2026.  

Fried, S.A., *Hna, N., *Fung, J., & *Stoner, N. Who gets to choose? Preliminary findings 
from the Buffalo School Choice Project. Presented at the annual Igniting Equity in 
Education conference of the Western NY Education Equity Task Force. Buffalo, NY. 
October 18, 2025.  

Fried, S. A. Making theory useful for Ed.D. students of leadership. Presented at a meeting of 
the Improvement Science Learning Community. May 7, 2024.  

Fried, S.A. Analyzing Effects of a School Choice Program on School-Community 
Relationships. Roundtable presentation at the annual conference of the American 
Educational Research Association, Philadelphia, PA. April 12, 2024.  

Fried, S. A. Proposing a networked analysis of school district governance. Presented at the 
Grad Students/Early Career Scholars Workshop of the Organizational Theory Special 
Interest Group for the American Educational Research Association. December 1, 2023.  

Fried, S.A. State education policy in the U.S. Guest speaker for Ed.D. doctoral leadership 
course at American University. July 9, 2020.  

Fried, S. State takeovers and the changing role of state education agencies in school district 
reform. Paper presented at the Education Policy & Program Evaluation Colloquium, 
Harvard Graduate School of Education, Cambridge, MA. April 24, 2017.  

Fried, S. State-District Relationships and their Implications for School Reform. Roundtable 
presentation at the Student Research Conference, Cambridge, MA: Harvard Graduate 
School of Education. April 10, 2015. 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Editorial Boards 
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  Content Editor (prev. Board Member), Harvard Educational Review 2015-2017

Journal Reviewer (ad hoc) 
 Review of Education Research 2025
 Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis  2025
 Educational Administration Quarterly 2024-2025
 Teachers College Record 2024
 Journal of Education Change 2023

Conference Proposal Reviewer 

 American Educational Research Association (AERA) Annual Meeting 2025-present
 University Council of Educational Administration (UCEA) 2024-present

Professional Associations & Organizations 
 AERA SIG #156: Districts in Reform, Co-Chair 2026-present
 UCEA, Plenum representative 2025-present
 AERA SIG #73: Organizational Theory 
  Awards Co-Chair 2024-2026
  Early Career/Grad Student Events committee member 2023-2024

University at Buffalo 
Department of Educational Leadership and Policy 

 Member, Academic Standards Committee Fall 2026
 Member, ELP Grievance Pool AY 2026
 Member, ELP Faculty Search Committee AY 2024
Graduate School of Education 
 Member, GSE EDJI Committee Fall 2025-present
 Member, GSE Scholarship Committee 2023-2024

Community Service 
 Research Partner, WNY Education Equity Task Force 2024-present
 Volunteer, Juneteenth Festival of Buffalo 2025

HONORS AND AWARDS 

Presidential Scholar, Harvard University  2013-2018
Phi Beta Kappa, Swarthmore College Inducted 2010

STUDENT ADVISING & SUPERVISION 

Doctoral Advisement Total: 1

Vandana Sharma Ph.D. candidate, UB GSE (EDA) Anticipated 2027

Dissertation Committee Total: 5

Kate Steilen Ph.D. candidate, UB GSE (EDA)  Anticipated 2027
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Jan Bowden Ed.D., UB GSE (EDA) 2024
Elizabeth Kosakowski Ed.D., UB GSE (EDA) 2024
Marie Murad Ed.D., UB GSE (EDA)  2024
Jessica Newby Ed.D., UB GSE (EDA) 2024

Supervised Research Assistants Total: 7

Finn Goehrig Ph.D. student, UB GSE (CISL) Nov 2025-present
Bingwan Tian Ph.D. student, UB GSE (ECPS) 2025-2026
Ngo Hna Ph.D. student, UB GSE (ECPS) 2024-2025
Natalie Stoner UB undergraduate 2025
Julian Livingston UB undergraduate 2024-2025
Joey Fung UB undergraduate 2024-2025
Vandana Sharma Ph.D. student, UB GSE (EDA) Winter 2024

Supervised McNair Fellows Total: 1

Julian Livingston UB undergraduate Summer 2024

Dissertation Teaching Fellow (thesis coach) Total: 55

Steven Chambers 
Joe Cortez 
Mona Ford 
Brandon Foster 
Ebonée Green 
Emma Herzog 
Ben Lewis 
Andrew Benitez 
Israel Catz 
Kirsten Chapman 
Jared Fox 
Elena Luna 
Yefei Jin 
Michelle Rinehart 
Daniel Rojas 
Marissa Alberty 
Kevin Bryant 
Thomas Milaschewski 
Timothy Moriarty 
Sarah Tucker 
Danila Zidovsky 
Claire Hagen Alvarado 

Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 

2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2020
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Adriana Chavarin-Lopez 
Bonnie Lo 
Yasmene Mumby 
Adam Parrott-Sheffer 
Timothy Sippel 
Charisse Taylor 
Joiselle Cunningham 
Christine Dahnke 
Aaron Jennings 
André Morgan 
Lyndsey Pinkus 
Kelvin Roldán 
Crystal Ward 
Jeff Curley 
Michael Deuser 
Sarah Cherry Rice 
Stephanie Downey-Toledo 
Ricardo Jara 
Carole Learned-Miller 
John Travis 
Kerry Ann Donahue 
Ola Friday 
David Hay  
Nicole Magnuson 
Derek Niño 
Andrea LaRocca 
Sean Arthurs 
Jacquinette Brown 
Katharine Carter 
Seng Dao-Keo 
Kevin King 
Daniela Lewy 
April Wang 

Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 
Ed.L.D., Harvard GSE 

2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016

 


